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The accumulated effects of weather 
disturbances and rush of water 

from Magat Dam resulted in swelling of 
Cagayan River, displacing thousands of 
families, some of whom were trapped 
on their roofs and prompted locals to 
evacuate their homes.

Considered as the worst 

The flood that beleaguered 
Cagayan and Isabela provinces 

last November 2020 stirred several 
individuals and groups to action, not to 
flee from the disaster – but to pour in help. 

Among such groups were Louisian 
faculty members, non-teaching 
personnel, and students who drew 
support from one another and from their 
families, friends, the USL alumni, former 

The Mega Flood

During rough times: Louisian groups 
organize, carry out relief ops
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co-workers, and other benefactors, 
receiving cash-based and in-kind 
donations for their relief operations.

One of them was Ms. Josephine 
A. Ancheta, Junior High School 
teacher, who became part of a certain 

Cabocan family donation drive called 
#IsangDaanParasaCagayan. Her relatives, 
friends, and private individuals pitched 
in for their relief mission in 
Tuguegarao City and Alcala, 

Courtesy "Bangon Amulung"
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On the onset of the flooding in 
2019 in the province of Cagayan, 

the University of Saint Louis (USL), 
through the Community Engagement and 
CICM Advocacies (CECA) Office, created 
the “Hating-Kapatid” project to respond 
to the needs of families in the affected 
communities.  The USL community 
decided to forego some expenses related 
to the Christmas gathering, and part of the 
allocation was used to buy food packages, 
hence the name “Hating-Kapatid,” or 
sharing as brothers and sisters. A thousand 
bags of food packs each worth Php 500.00 
were distributed. 

The Luzon lockdown caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 also called 
for another generous operation of the 
“Hating-Kapatid” project to bring food 
packs to the poorer sectors in the City of 
Tuguegarao, as well as to a good number 
of our Louisian students stranded in the 
City. From our CECA outreach fund and 
CICM mission collection, again, we were 
able to reach out to many in need.

We did not think of the project to be 
a regular project, for we do not pray that 
these calamities would happen annually. 
But, nature has its own ways of easing 
out of its own burdens of environmental 
impacts, a heavier flooding was 
experienced by more communities of 
Cagayan and Isabela in the aftermath of 
the series of typhoons that entered the 
country in the months of October and 
November of 2020. Calling for donations 
from friends and benefactors, USL 
came up with a revision of the name 
from “Hating-Kapatid” (sharing as 
brothers and sisters) to “Hatid-Kapatid” 
(delivering as brothers and sisters). In 

“Hatid-Kapatid,” the project recognized 
not only USL’s contribution, but more 
so recognized the many friends and 
donors who offered their donations to 
the project. USL became not just a donor, 
but the CONDUIT or CONVEYOR of the 
generosity of friends and benefactors to 
reach out to the people affected by the 
flood. For this, we thank our friends and 
donors all over the Philippines and many 
parts of the world.

The big flood of November 2020 
in Cagayan and Isabela mobilized the 
biggest relief operation I actually saw and 
participated in in my life. People from 
many other provinces of the country 
and from other countries mobilized 
themselves to raise funds and goods. The 
social media did not only show us the vast 
affected places of the flood, but they also 
showed to us the vastness of the heart of 
so many Filipino people and friends.

One remarkable thing was the 
mobilization and participation of so 
many young people who took initiatives 
and actions. Their social skills have really 
been put into noble practice. I wish 
and pray that the genuineness of this 
exemplified service will be carried on by 
our young people when they will be taking 
the reign of leadership in our society.  I 
was also touched particularly by our 
own Louisian family members: students, 
teachers, personnel, and alumni, who 
without waiting for a big cue, “put on their 
Louisian missionary suits” and rallied 
their fellow Louisians and friends to take 
action to serve their affected brothers and 
sisters. Generosities of Cagayano Valley 
people and friends from other regions are 
exemplary in times of disasters and needs. 

The flood of love and charity has caused 
the flooded affected communities to rise 
again with joy and dignity.

It is said that we, Filipinos, are a very 
resilient people. We can rise up again and 
again from every calamity or disaster 
whether natural or man-made.  It seems 
that there is nothing that can really put the 
Filipino people down. This is a national 
character that we can truly be proud of. 
However, our resiliency should take on 
another aspect and this is preparedness. 
We can be sure that everyone is taking 
some kind of preparations when a 
typhoon is announced to be coming, 
but as a people, nationally or locally, 
there should be a social consciousness of 
preparedness coupled with infrastructure, 
systems and facilities that can mitigate 
the impacts of disasters or calamities. The 
Filipino leaders and the Filipino people 
can work on the development of this 
national consciousness – “Laging Handa” 
concretized in structures and systems. The 
annual problem of flooding in the Cagayan 
Valley cannot be resolved just in the levels 
of communities and by the charities of 
friends. The problem can be mitigated, 
if not fully resolved, through concerted 
efforts of good national and local leaders 
by coming up with sustainable structural 
projects to facilitate the draining of flood 
waters in the Cagayan river to the seas.

Again, I wish to thank our Louisian 
family and our Louisian friends who 
made “Hatid-Kapatid” a successful 
project that truly helped many people. 
The project shall continue and shall take 
other forms not only relief good deliveries, 
but we shall go into giving technological 
and social assistance.

 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Rev. Fr. Renillo H. Sta. Ana, CICM
University President



THE OFFICIAL COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF SAINT LOUIS, TUGUEGARAO CITY, PHILIPPINES

03Special Edition SY 2020-2021    VOL. XX NO. 1    ISSN 1908-7683

Following the University’s 
announcement of a flood relief 

posted on Facebook, various individuals, 
groups and organizations responded 
to the Cagayano’s call for help after the 
massive flooding in the province caused 
by the torrential downpour and huge 
volumes water released from Magat Dam 
located in Isabela.

The University of Saint Louis (USL) 
was able to collect a total amount of 
₱1,271,911.71 while the University shared 
₱500,000 from its Mission fund for relief 
aid to displaced individuals and families 
by floods thus totaled to ₱1,771, 911.71, 

excluding unverified donations.
Based on the summary report of the 

“Hatid Kapatid,” the University’s relief 
program, at least 196 individuals and 
57 anonymous donors donated certain 

amounts for the impacted residents of 
flood-hit barangays in Tuguegarao City 
and in different towns of Cagayan such as 
Alcala, Amulung, Aparri, Baggao, Claveria, 
Enrile, Gattaran, Piat, and Solana.

Several groups and organizations 
showed their support in the relief efforts 
of the University, namely: Tahanan ng 
Panginoon; Liwanag ng Panginoon 
Community; Chiro Pilipinas; May.
ssionaries; Mulmula ni Lola; Big Faith 
Trading; Rotary Club of La Union; and 
Piso Mo, Pagasa ng Kapwa mo Pilipino 
Drive.

The said relief program was also 
backed by the following: Saint Louis 
College, La Union; Saint Louis College, 
Cebu City; Saint Louis University, Baguio 
City; Saint Mary’s University, Bayombong; 
College of Psychology and Psychosocial of 
Southville International School; Private 
Education Assistance Committee (PEAC) 
National Secretariat; Cypher Learning; 
NEO Learning Management System; 
Powerline Review Center; St. Anne Class-
SLCT High School Batch 1994; USL BSCS 
Batch 2011; and SLU LES Batch 1999.

Among the donors who sent batches 
of food and non-food items were the 
following: De La Salle Brothers; WEnergy 
Power Pilipinas Inc.; Claretian Missionary 
Sisters Philanthropic Development 
Office; Comlai Corporation (Santiago 
City, Isabela); CICM-Maryhill School 
of Theology thru Fr. Rene Cabag, 
CICM; OMM Health Care Philippines 
Corporation; La Salette of Quezon; La 
Sallete of Roxas College; Liwanag ng 
Panginoon Community; Partido ng mga 
Mag-Aaral na Nagkakaisa (PAMANA), 

Helping together for 
mission and compassion

USL MISSION FUND     ₱ 500,000.00 
SUPPORT FROM DONORS ₱ 1,271,911.71

TOTAL    ₱ 1,771, 911.71

USL’s “Hatid Kapatid” relief efforts 
gain support from donors

Lyceum of the Philippines (LPU); 
Project Day One, Nueva Vizcaya; Tarlac 
Agricultural University thru Engr. Gerald 
Rivera and family (Louisian Alumni); 
Yakap at Panalangin (Love Forward 
Team); 3-Patience Class 1996 Batch 1997; 
4-Bernadette HS Batch 1995; 4-Saint 
Anne HS Batch 1994; Mrs. Evangeline 
Basilio; Mrs. Jenny de Jesus; Ms. Jocelyn 
Velarde and friends; Mr. Maynard 
Guinucay; Shellyroma; Steiner Maris 

Academy; DEM-DEM-The Bear; and 
Pons Gutierrez.

Transporting of goods from Manila 
to Tuguegarao City was made possible 
through Hannah Tours (Mr. Jaime Tan) 
while relief operations were conducted 
with the help of the following individuals 
who lent their vehicles: Engr. Lucas Pauig 
(LPCJ Construction), Mr. Jorell Paringit 
(Golden Glass), Engr. Rafel Quinto, 
and Mr. & Mrs. Sofronio Bucala.  04  

JEF-JEF ANAGARAN



VOL. XIX NO. 2    ISSN 1908-7683

04 USLNEWSLETTER

flooding in the last 45 years, local officials 
also underscored that the recent flooding, 
which inundated large parts of the 
province, can be attributed to siltation of 
river channels and illegal logging.

Earlier in December last year, 
the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR), along with 
two other operator-dredgers, signed the 
memorandum of agreement (MOA) on 
the Cagayan River Restoration Project 
held on Dec. 10 at the DENR Conference 
Hall here in Tuguegarao City, Cagayan.
The accumulated effects of weather 
disturbances and rush of water from 
Magat Dam resulted in swelling of 

The Mega Flood

USL’s initiative in building 
resilient communities

The Saint Joseph the Worker in 
San Jose, Baggao received an amount 
of ₱100,000 from the University for its 
“Project Salinong.” The project aims at 
helping displaced families whose homes 
were devastated by the unprecedented 
flooding and landslides in Baggao town.

Meanwhile, USL is currently mapping 
its project concept to build flood- and 
typhoon-resilient houses in selected area 
in the province. The unused relief fund 
will be used in the said project. 

Photos by Msgr. Gerry Perez

Distribution of pails of household 
items, packed goods, hygiene kits, 
sanitized clothes, and gallons of water was 
held in 29 flood-stricken communities 
which were swamped with floodwaters. 
Below listed are the communities who 
received relief aid from the University’s 
relief program.

Sweat of service 
under the scorching sun

ALCALA
1. Jurisdiction
2. Damurog

AMULUNG
3. Jurisdiccion
4. Annafatan
5. Tana
6. Unag

APARRI
7. Bisagu
8. Maura

BAGGAO
9. Bitag Grande
10. San Miguel

CLAVERIA
11. Alimoan
12. Antonio

ENRILE
13. Batu
14. Alibago

 FROM 04  PIAT
15. Villa Pagasa Relocation

TUGUEGARAO CITY
16. Ugac Sur
17. Capatan
18. Larion Bajo
19. Larion Alto
20. Linao Norte
21. Linao West
22. Dumpao, Annafunan East
23. Core Shelter, Cataggaman
24. Core Shelter, Annafunan 

East
25. Macapagal Street
26. Centro 04

STA. MARIA
27. Calamagui

The University likewise 
extended its relief efforts to 15 
identified groups, as follows: 
1. Acra Taho Product
2. Argus Janitorial Services

3. Balong’s Taho Product
4. Bureau of Jail Management 

and Penology (BJMP) in 
Cataggaman, Tuguegarao 
(215 inmates)

5. Dimsum Panda Vendors
6. Franks Vendors
7. Garbage Collectors of 

Eclipse Compound,  
Luna Street, Ugac Norte

8. LPCJ Drivers
9. Peanut Vendors
10. Small business restaurants 

and stores near US
11. Tuguegarao City sapateros
12. Tuguegarao City side-walk 

vendors without stall
13. USL Mabini Street  

(Security Guards)
14. USL Maintenance
15. Bureau of Jail  

Management and  
Penology (BJMP) in 
Gattaran (15 inmates)

Cagayan River, displacing thousands of 
families, some of whom were trapped 
on their roofs and prompted locals to 
evacuate their homes.

Considered as the worst flooding 
in the last 45 years, local officials also 
underscored that the recent flooding, 
which inundated large parts of the 
province, can be attributed to siltation of 
river channels and illegal logging.

Earlier in December last year, 
the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR), along with 
two other operator-dredgers, signed the 
memorandum of agreement (MOA) on the 
Cagayan River Restoration Project held on 
Dec. 10 at the DENR Conference Hall here 
in Tuguegarao City, Cagayan. USLN



THE OFFICIAL COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF SAINT LOUIS, TUGUEGARAO CITY, PHILIPPINES

05Special Edition SY 2020-2021    VOL. XX NO. 1    ISSN 1908-7683

USL partners with FEED 
Philippines, Inc. as NGO’s base 
of operation in Cagayan 

Tuguegarao City, Cagayan -- The 
University of Saint Louis (USL) 

freely offered its canteen serving as base of 
operation for FEED Philippines, Inc. (Food 
for Empowerment in Emergencies and 
Disasters) during the non-government 
organization’s relief mission in Cagayan 
which ran from November 2020 to January 
2021. 

Primarily focused on giving 
immediate food aid to disaster-stricken 
communities within the Philippines, 
as the NGO identifies itself on its social 
media page, its staff arrived in USL on 
November 20. 

“FEED’s mission is to provide relief 
and alleviate as much suffering as 
possible during and after a disaster by 
receiving, preparing and delivering ready-
to-consume food to those in need,” the 
NGO explains, thereby cooking food in the 
University’s canteen for the flood-affected 
individuals the NGO reached out to.

As well as the cooked meals provided 
by FEED during most of its operation, 
the group also distributed relief packs, 
bottled water, packs of rice, and MRE 
(meal ready-to-eat) sachets in some 
communities in Cagayan.

All together, FEED held its Cagayan 

MACEKRELL T. DE LA CRUZ

Photos from FEED Philippines Facebook page

mission in communities in 
Tuguegarao City and towns 
of Alcala, Amulung, Baggao, 
Gattaran, Peñablanca, and 
Solana. 

FEED constantly 
acknowledged its donors 
and partners, USL 
included, as it went on with 
its operation in Cagayan.

“We, in FEED 
Philippines, feel privileged 
to have been given the 
opportunity to be of 
service to our distressed 
kababayans. We are 
eternally grateful for the 
trust reposed in us by 
the various partners and 
numerous donors we've 
met along the way, as we 
deliver their donations 
to the communities,” the 
NGO wrote on December 
31, leaving hopes for 
communities to be able to 
bounce back on their own 
after a calamity, and hoping 
FEED showed its care to 
them in its “little ways.” 
USLN
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bring back hope and put a smile 
on their faces in this trying time,” 
said Ms. Balanay of the objective of 
their program.

Partly likened to Team Zekiah 
and Markians’, “Manuffun: 
Stilettos Donation Drive” took high 
school bonds and already-existing 
charity works as vector for helping 
the flood victims in Cagayan and 
Isabela. 

Ms. Ma. Carina Victoria M. 
Catuaan, USL Senior High School 
(SHS) Accountancy, Business and 
Management (ABM) strand head, 
and her former high school friends 
from Ilagan National High School 
(INHS) in Isabela came up with the 
campaign.

Ms. Catuaan’s co-organizers 
in particular were Ms. Sarah 
Lea Clare V. Ambatali, Atty. 

Ms. Maria Angelica C. Balanay, 
assistant to USL’s Acting Human Resource 
Management and Development (HRMD) 
director, organized “Zekiah and Markians 
Batch 2007 Mission Drive” with Ms. 
Princess Mae Reyes and Ms. Kristine 
Resurreccion, Ms. Balanay’s high school 
batchmates in 2007, particularly from 
section Saint Mark  at the School of Our 
Lady of Atocha in Alicia, Isabela. As to why 
Zekiah, it is a family-related namesake.

Joining as team members of the group 
were Ms. Patricia Mae Matammu and Ms. 
Jessa Lannao, both USL HR assistants, and 
four other individuals. 

“Team Zekiah and Markians Batch 
2007 Mission Drive” focuses on bridging 
the gap between people who are in need 
and people who have the heart to help, 
not only to help but most especially to 

During rough times: Louisian groups 
organize, carry out relief ops

Cagayan. 
From the School 

of Education, Arts and 
Sciences (SEAS), Ms. Kristine Mae R. 
Auayang (also a Junior and Senior High 
faculty), Ms. Mica Talay, and Ms. Natalie 
Kate Ramirez launched #WalangIwanan 
Cagayan with the support of their 
respective families and friends, and of the 
Philippine National Police, Ford Ranger 
Raptor Club Philippines, and some 
private individuals.

“As Louisian missionaries, we felt the 
need to respond to the call of service for 
our brothers and sisters here in Cagayan,” 
Ms. Auayang said on behalf of her fellow 

For Cagayan and Isabela

 FROM 01  
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#IsangDaanParasaCagayan

#WalangIwanan Cagayan

organizers.
Ms. Josephine Guerrero, a 

Senior High School faculty, and 
her friend, Ms. Dyesabel Gonio, 
on the other hand, came up with 
a single-town focused “Bangon 
Amulung” for flood victims in 
Amulung, Cagayan, in partnership 
with certain individuals and the 
Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Oiffice (DRRMO) 
and Bureau of Fire Protection 
(BFP) Amulung who aided in the 
conveyance of relief supplies to 
the affected barangays in said 
town.
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During rough times: 
Louisian groups organize, 
carry out relief ops

Oplan Juan for 
Cagayan: Rising 
Up as One

Being inspired by the late 
Mr. McKevin P. Romualdo, 

a SHS faculty, who was known for 
his initiative to conduct outreach 
activities, the Senior High School 
faculty of USL decided to continue his 
legacy by organizing the “Oplan Juan 
for Cagayan.”

Seeing the plight of the victims of 
Typhoon Ulysses, the group started 
their relief operations on November 15, 
2020 by providing hot meals to 1,000 
victims, distributing relief goods to 126 
recipients and handing bottled water to 
250 heads in the barangays of Balzain, 
Annafunan, Linao and Dadda.

This was succeeded by another 
act of kindness on November 17, 2020 
where 235 recipients were given goods 
at San Jose, Enrile.

November 20, 2020 was dedicated 
to the communities of Alcala in Agani, 
San Esteban, Pussian and Dalaoig 
where 363 Cagayanos received goods.

 FROM 06
Believing that charity begins at home, 

41 USL employees from the Maintenance, 
ARGUS Manpower, and Security Guards 
were also reached with household items 
and goods.

The group had raised their fund from 
the donations of individuals and other 
participating organizations.

As a parting statement, the GEM Care 
community (group’s  name) said “To 
our co-ambassadors in bringing hope and 
life  to people, continue what you 
are doing because a little help when 
combined can make a difference.”

The GEM Care community is 
spearheaded by the SHS Area  
Coordinators, with the SHS faculty and 
alumni as volunteers. USLN

Photos by Claire Tumapang Gumarang

Impelled by their personal 
advocacies for love on environment 

and poverty alleviation, two students, 
Alex Angeles and Lord Francis Bautista, 
from Laguna, launched a piso campaign 
upon learning of the Help for Cagayan 
cause after the aftermath of Typhoon 

EMMANUEL JAMES P. PATTAGUAN,PH.D. 

Ulysses. Alex and Lord 
Francis are schoolmates 
from Malayan Colleges 
of Laguna, and belong to 

the STEM strand for their Senior High 
School. They launched the Peso/Piso 
donation drive only for four days and 
was able to raise an amount which they 
later sent through the Office of the VP 
for Academics. Moved by the fact that 
the help must reach the beneficiaries 
as such, they did send the amount 
right away. Interestingly in a messenger 

message Alex sent with a note: “I hope 
it helps po kahit po small amount” 
to which it was acknowledged with 
gratitude. Just like our own Senior High 
School students and alumni, who were 
able to raise two million pesos for the 
cause of helping the Cagayano flood 
victims, Alex and Lord Francis did their 
modest share to help those in need. May 
this story inspire more young people to 
do their share in response to the call for 
help during trying times. Additionally, 
may their tribe increase. USLN

The Story Behind “Piso Mo, 
Pag-asa ng Kapwa Mo” 

Lenina Dyanne D. Binalay, Ms. Sheena Joy 
I. Claravall, Ms. Shela Marie L. Manibog (a 
USL alumna), Ms. Rossenelle M. Marquez, 
Ms. Rochel B. Paguirigan, and Ms. Danica 
Jylle Borromeo-Patelo. 

Bangon Amulung

“Manuffun: Stilettos Donation Drive” 
was in coordination with two other 
private fundraising groups (Gem Care: 
Oplan Juan for Cagayan and Pinsaners 
Donation Drive) and the Philippine 
Red Cross – Isabela chapter.  09

KYLE S. ESPIRITU
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W eeks ago, I bumped into 
numerous Facebook posts 
inquiring the whereabouts 

of God in these times of turmoil. I 
received the same question from some 
friends. One even sounded caustic and I 
could not help but to requite his nefarious 
and piquant remarks about God. After an 
extensive exchange with him, I realized 
that we were not getting any better 
anymore. He could not regurgitate 
my peroration. To demonstrate our 
deference to each other, we agreed to 
disagree on the matter.

Where was God in the middle of 
uproar? Where was He in the midriff 
of the series of typhoons and deluge 
that molested humanity? Why did He 
sanction these occurrences? These 
questions may sound cliché, for they 
have been raised on many occasions 
already. However, these queries are 
logical. Perhaps, we can ask the same 
questions to ourselves. Do we have the 
answer? Do we even have the pluck to 
seek the answer?  

Amidst the travesty, I saw God in 
the faces of the calamity victims who, 
notwithstanding the torment they were 
going through, still managed to smile 
and show enthusiasm to survive. God 
was present in the ubiquitous mission 
drives converged with one goal, to 
extend aid to our ailing brethren. I felt 
His presence in the Team USL Hatid 
Kapatid Relief Operations. His spirit was 
with the Lousians packing goods day 
and night for the sake of mission not for 
the CECA points only. His magnanimity  

 
was evident in the caboodle of Louisian 
volunteers who, albeit the protocol 
restrictions, still opted to dole out 
kindness to the people of Cagayan. He 
was with the donors who incessantly 
sent their gift of love, mercy, and care to 
our mission drive. 

Even before Ulysses ravaged us, God 
was already busy with our affairs. He 
was busy qualifying our scientists and 
medical frontline workers in mending 
the sick and experimenting on the cure 
of Covid19. He was busy supervising 
government leaders in making vital and 
optimal decisions for the good of all. He 
was busy sending succor to the afflicted 
preys of ill circumstances. He was busy 
consoling the poor for they are the 
most neglected members of our unjust 
society. He was busy unifying estranged 
families and acquaintances, especially 
those filled with so much enmity and 
animosity already. He was busy listening 
to the cries of the suffering innocent 
vulnerable. He was busy transforming 
humanity to accept that all humans are 
born with equal rights in spite of the 
modern bone-rank system. He was busy 
engendering to the world the virtue of 
social justice and integrity of creation. 
He was busy restoring our tormenting 
spirit and dying conscience. 

God has been so engaged in 
alleviating our lives from our own 
manufactured obstacles since day one. 
He is faithful to us. How about us? Where 
were we in the midst of catastrophes? 

Staggering quantum of entities  

 
 
was blaming God for the disasters that 
demolished resources and pillaged 
an irretrievable part of our lives.  As 
human being as it is, we always want 
comfort in life and we pontificate most 
of the time. However, when misfortune 
strikes us, encounter repudiation, 
feel pariah, gratifications are not met, 
and experience pernicious things, we 
constantly look for someone to blame. 
In the absence of a suitable candidate 
to pass on the liability, we fault God for 
everything. How selfish humans are. 

Empirically speaking, God hides 
himself from the naked human sight in 
these trying times to send an invitation 
to reconnect with Him. He is the covert 
God. He is the God of silence, for only 
when He is hidden and silent that we 
appreciate Him the most. 

Our God is a just and LOVING God. 
Though we are sinners, He still crowns 
us with eternal happiness. In these 
onerous circumstances, instead of 
social distancing ourselves from Him, 
we must practice spiritual reconnecting 
with Him. 

Fortunately enough, our God 
manifested His unconditional love 
through the Hatid Kapatid Relief 
Operations and made us His tool in 
reaching out to His people. Our mission 
drive may not be that gargantuan in 
nature, but our collective consciousness 
and cumulative responsibility as coterie 
made this so far.  Truly, once a Louisian, 
always a missionary!

Photo by Michael Johnson Caparas
Callao Ridge, Peñablanca, Cagayan

BRO. TON ADSUARA III

The Hidden GodThe Hidden GodThe Hidden GodThe Hidden God
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Total cash donations raised by the 
said eight groups stood at Php 591,198.78. 
This excludes the Php 5,000 spent by one 
of the organizers for evacuees in a 
barangay in Tuguegarao City.

During rough times: 
Louisian groups 
organize, carry out 
relief ops
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Agents of mission, too
“’For whatsoever you do to the least 

of your brothers and sisters, you do it 
unto me,’ says the Lord....” quotes Ms. 
Esperanza Zablan, SEAS instructor, as 
scriptural inspiration behind her relief 
mission work for certain flood victims.

After giving her personal support to 
some evacuees in Tuguegarao City, Ms. 
Zablan initiated a relief drive among 
USL college students and parents of USL 
High School studens in Piat, Cagayan 
and among non-Louisians. Their cash 
and in-kind donations went to the 
University’s Hatid Kapatid program, 
USL’s flagship relief initiative that 
ran similar relief activities during the 
Cagayan flooding. Ms. Zablan’s relief 
campaign went without a name.

Another employee, Ms. Deigh 
Anne A. Agustin, the University’s chief 
accountant, organized a donation drive 
dubbed “Bangon Cagayan Donation 
Drive” with Mr. Jeffrey Columna, a USL 
Accountancy alumnus, as co-organizer. 
They partnered with private individuals; 
GARAW, a youth group; Angat Kabataan, 
a non-government organization (NGO); 
MPA Pharmacare, a private entity; and a 
group called “Rev. Fr. Clement Daelman 
Scholars.”

Adding to the Louisian employees 
who initiated relief campaigns was Mr. 
Louie B. Sayago, graphic designer and an 
instructor in the School of Engineering, 
Architecture, and Information 
Technology Education (SEAITE).  Sayago, 
with Ms. Jhamaica Pascua, a government 
employee, held the “Ka-Akbay” relief 
operations in partnership with GEM 
Care: Oplan Juan for Cagayan and some 
Cagayan State University personnel. 
“We hope that [the communities] may 
see that with unity, cooperation, and 
oneness, there lies our strength.”

Team Zekiah and Markians Batch 2007 Mission Drive

Manuffun: Stilettos Donation Drive

Ms. Esperanza Zablan

Bangon Cagayan Donation Drive

Ka-Akbay 11

Some hard facts
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Alumni supports USL’s relief 
program for typhoon-hit victims

Student council extends help 
to flood-hit victims in Cagayan

DR. EMMANUEL JAMES P. PATTAGUAN

SOPHIA ANGELICA CORRELA

The abovementioned group 
donors, together with individual 

alumni of our beloved Saint Louis College 
of Tuguegarao (SLCT) and the University 
of Saint Louis (USL), proved that the 
University succeeded in promoting and 
imbibing in the hearts of its graduates the 
love for the missions. 

Belatedly, the SLCT Batch 1981, on 
the occasion of their Ruby Anniversary, 
donated 14 houses to Saint Joseph the 
Worker located in barangay San Jose 
in Baggao, Cagayan for its “Project 
Salinong.”

The project, which earlier received an 
amount of ₱100,000 from the University, 
aims at helping displaced families 
whose homes were devastated by the 
unprecedented flooding and landslides 
in Baggao town.

Msgr. Gerry Perez is at the helm of the 
said project.

Moved by the Louisian core values 

Social media platforms like Twitter 
and Facebook were abuzz with 

cries for help on late Friday night, Nov. 13, 
as floods wreaked havoc in the northern 
provinces of Cagayan and Isabela caused 
by torrential rainfall and release of water 
from Magat dam during the onslaught of 
Typhoon Ulysses in the country.

The recent massive flooding, which 
was considered as the worst flooding ever 
recorded for the past four decades, drew 
attention in the whole country as residents 
of both provinces prompted the national 
government for rescue efforts.

Amid the threat of the Covid-19 
pandemic, several youth-led groups and 
organizations initiated donation drives for 
immediate relief for the flood-hit residents 
in the region.

The Supreme Student Council (SSC) of 
University of Saint Louis (USL) organized 
the “Help Us, Help Others” donation drive 
for the impacted residents of the said two 
provinces. The SSC Magnifico was able to Photos by USL- Supreme Student Council

of Christian Living and Social 
Awareness and Involvement, 
various alumni of the University 
(both individuals and groups) took 
part in the USL’s donation drive 
for the victims of the Typhoon 
Ulysses.

The IV-Saint Anne Class of 
High School Batch 1994 donated 
₱80,000 as well as shared 1000 
pieces of face shields and 
washable face masks through the 
leadership of Jayson Manligod, 
Abigail Miguel-Canaria and Carol 
Pobre. The group also had their 
relief operations in different parts 
of the province. 

Meanwhile, the 3-Saint 
Bernadette Class of High School 
Batch of 1995, under the leadership 
of Mikel Rey Bautista, delivered 200 
pails of food items and hygiene kits 
in the University. USLN

collect a total amount of ₱106,260. 
Said amount was divided equally 
for Cagayan and Isabela.

The student leaders disposed 
at least 600 relief packs, including 
food, hygiene kits, face masks, pails 
and incense. Housing materials was 
also provided to identified families 
who lost their homes. Overall, the 
team reached six communities and 
conducted four relief operations.

Three hundred (300) relief 
packs were distributed in Enrile. 
Three barangays of Solana 
received a total of 300 relief packs 
from the students: 50 in Iraga and 
250 in Bassi and Dassun. The team 
also handed a ₱17,000 worth of 
housing materials to one family 
in Lecaros Street, Ugac Sur here in 
Tuguegarao City.

Other members of the said 
student organization conducted 
relief operations in flood-
stricken communities in Isabela 
province. USLN
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SSC Magnifico 
gives hope to 
Isabelinos

CJ KYLA SAGUN

Even with the threat of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, many 

maximized the use of social media to 
promote donation drives as Filipinos 
responded to the needs of affected 
communities devastated by Typhoon 
Ulysses. 

Typhoon Ulysses struck the 
country while it was still reeling from 
Super Typhoon Rolly. As Typhoon 
Ulysses exited, its accompanying 
heavy rains caused flooding of the 
low-lying areas in the Cagayan Valley 
region.

Residents of Isabela and Cagayan 
were shocked Friday when the 
vast plains of the region suddenly 
turned into a huge ocean after the 
Cagayan River swelled to a level never 
experienced since 1981.  

The outpouring of initiatives 
in light of the successive disasters 
pushed various youth organizations in 
the country to help consolidate rescue 
efforts, load requests as well as relief 
drives for those heavily hit.

Upholding the vision and mission 
of the University, the Supreme Student 
Council (SSC) Magnifico conducted 
donation drive to give aid to victims 
of massive flooding in the region. 
This led to the initiative of the SSC 
Magnifico to conduct the “Help Us, 
Help Others” donation drive.

Part of the total collection from 
the donation drive was given to SSC 
Magnifico (Team Isabela) to extend 
help not only in Cagayan but also in 
Isabela. 

The officers prepared food packs 
to be distributed in the relief operation. 
Food packs consist of canned goods, 
noodles, rice, coffee, and condiments. 
The team also handed face masks to 
the said affected residents.

The team conducted its first relief 
operation in barangay San Ignacio in 
City of Ilagan on Nov. 18. A total of 70 
household received their food packs.

Said team also extended its relief 
efforts in barangay Paragu in Tumauini 
on Nov. 29, distributing a total of 100 
packs in the area. USLN Photos by USL- Supreme Student Council

The first relief operation held was on 
Nov. 12 by #IsangDaanParasaCagayan 
and the last on Dec. 23 by “Bangon 
Cagayan Donation Drive.” All other 
operations by all the groups were held 
in between such period. 

Some of the relief operations 
reached Tuguegarao City barangays 
of Annafunan West, Balzain, Buntun, 
Capatan, Caritan Centro, Cataggaman 
Nuevo, Cataggaman Viejo, Libag Sur, 
Linao East, Namabbalan Sur, and Ugac Sur.  

Relief was also provided to 
identified evacuees at the St. Peter’s 
Metropolitan Cathedral here in 
Tuguegarao.

In Alcala, Cagayan, relief mission 
took place in six barangays: Agani, 
Dalaoig, Damurog, Pagbangkeruan, 
Pussian, and San Esteban.

In Amulung, Cagayan, the recipient 
barangays were Abolo, Calamagui, 
Dugayung, Gabut, Pacac, Palacu, and 
Unag. 

Furthermore, in Baggao, also in 
Cagayan, relief reached barangays 
Bagunot, Carupian, and Ibulo; and 
in Solana, Cagayan, aid arrived in 
Cattaran, Centro Northeast, Centro 
Southwest, and Dassun.

Meanwhile, two of the donation 
drive organizers could not name all their 
recipient barangays in Cagayan as their 
relatives or donation drive partners 
took charge in distributing relief in 
communities in Alcala, Amulung, 
Enrile, Gattaran, and Tuguegarao City.

 Aside from Cagayan, other places 
were also supported: Bangag and 
Marana II in Ilagan, Isabela; Sto. Tomas, 
Isabela; and Montalban, Rizal.

The different groups hold records 
of the amount or quantity of donations 
they dispensed, as well as the number 
of their recipients.

 The relief items given were any or 
a combination of the following: grocery 
packs, food packs, canned goods, 
instant noodles, milk, coffee, sugar, 
cereal drink packs, loaves of bread, 
ready-to-eat meals, snacks and drinks, 
pan bread, packs of rice, milk 
and diapers for babies, bottled 

During rough times: 
Louisian groups 
organize, carry out 
relief ops
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Louisian faculty conducted an 
outreach activity for the Agta 

Communities in Gattaran, Cagayan, 
November and December, 2020. The said 
activity was possible through the efforts of 
the faculty of the School of Education, Arts 
and Sciences (SEAS), some non-teaching 
personnel, Team Beshy, and anonymous 
donors. 

The first tranche of rice relief 

distribution was held last November 
28, 2020. The recipients were the Agta 
residents of Sitio Padungsol and Burayok 
in Basao, Gattaran. Each of the 68 families 
received five kilos of rice.

On December 19, rice packs were also 
handed out to Agta families in Naddungan, 
Basao. Sixty-one families benefited from 
the said activity. One hundred packs of loaf 
bread, courtesy of Mr. John Paul Gutierrez, 
a SEAS alumnus, were also distributed. 

Such initiatives were done in 
coordination with the National 
Commission on Indigenous Peoples 
(NCIP) Region 2 and the local government 
of Gattaran. USLN

Outreach held for 
Agta Community

Team Beshy: a Friend 
thru Thick and Thin

Living with the name of their group, 
Team Beshy once again proved 

that they are your best comrades specially 
in moments of crisis.

Flooded with calls for help on the 
typhoon Ulysses aftermath, the group 
conducted relief operations to 25 
barangays within Cagayan and Isabela on 
November 16 to December 8, 2020.

With a raised fund of PHP 376,371 
cash and donated goods from different 
groups and agencies, the team rolled 
their operations on November 16-20, 
2021 with their distribution of relief 
goods in the communities of: Capatan 
and Tanza, Tuguegarao; Anquiray, 
Amulung; Dodan, Penablanca; Aggub, 
Cabagan, Isabela;Bangag, Solana ; and 
Balauini, Amulung West with a total of 562 
recipients.

While a total of 710 recipients were 
drawn with hope as the group pursued 
their charitable work on November 21-
24, 2020 in the following barangays: Lapi, 
Lagum, Peñablanca; Asassi, Baggao; 
Cattaran, Basi East, and  Ipil Solana; 
Panacal Tanza,Pallua, Buntun and 
Annafunan East, Tuguegarao; Baccuit and 
Abolo, Amulung.

November 29-30, 2020 was dedicated 
to the communities of: Damurog, Alcala; 
Mozzozzin,  Sta. Maria, Isabela; and Libag, 
Tuguegarao where 158 victims received 
relief goods, medicines and toiletries.

The group had the last wave of 
operations on December 7-8, 2020 at 
Eastern Catabayungan, Cabagan, Isabela 
and Maddarulug, Solana, Cagayan with 

108 recipients of goods.
Team Beshy also 

supported other active 
groups in their relief 
operations by donating 
significant amount of 
money.

When asked about 
their realization in this call 
of service and mission, 
they said “Giving is love. 
No matter how difficult 
the situation is, everything 
will be all right through our 
loving and generous hearts. 
We were indeed fortunate 
because of the love and 
support we received from 
our kind-hearted friends. 
We were able to hand our 
relief goods and financial 
assistance to our severely 
affected families and 
individuals through their 
voluntary donations.”

Team Beshy is a 
charitable group that was 
conceived during the 
community quarantine 
brought about by the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 
February 2020. The team 
has resurfaced because 
of their desire to help the 
needy.

The group is composed of three USL 
employees in the persons of Engr. Ariel 
Lorenzo, Program Chair of Electronics 
and Communications Engineering, Mrs. 

MARICCA-MALOU V. VALENCIA

Pearly Joy Tamboa, faculty of the School of 
Education, Arts and Sciences (SEAS), and 
Ms. Rizza Velasco, faculty of the School of 
Accountancy, Business and Hospitality 
(SABH). USLN

KYLE S. ESPIRITU
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“Rising together in Ulysses’ aftermath”
BRO. TON ADSUARA III

Reaching out and extending charity 
are traced in every Louisian’s 

DNA. They are fragments of the virtue 
“Mission and Excellence” engendered 
in the heart and mind of all students, 
teachers, administrators, employees and 
all those who have gone through the 
University of Saint Louis (USL)’ formation. 
This is the rationale that precipitated the 
community’s initiative to put up a relief 
endeavour for the sufferers who had fallen 
prey to the inundation generated from the 
torrential rains and inevitable unfettering 
of enormous water volumes from the 
Magat Dam. 

Cagayanos and Isabelinos were 
flabbergasted. Though flooding is not 
strange to them, still, the experience was 
novel and nobody was anticipating it. This 
turn of event reduced them into anguish 
and tears. 

The aftermath is unimaginable and 
beyond human magnification. Lost lives, 
shattered domiciles, wrecked possessions, 
and compromised resources. The poor 
became more destitute, the vulnerable 
became more susceptible, and as a result, 
abject despair clouded their atmosphere. 
Infelicitously, all these materialised in a 
time where the pandemic was still ravaging 
mankind. One could only stagger back and 
feel lethargic to the present situation. 

Everybody is affected but that does 

not discount the idea and value of sharing 
and helping people afflicted by the 
unheralded catastrophe. In response to 
this, USL constituted “USL Hatid-Kapatid 
Relief Operations.” Its primary venture is 
to cater for initial and essential items the 
affected families need. 

Ditto, the group concurred that 
canned goods, rice, instant noodles, 
drinking water, rubbing alcohol, bath 
soap, laundry soap, toothpaste and 
toothbrush, sleeping mattresses, and 
their concomitants will be the items to 
be secured in the relief packs to provide 
both physical and mental wellbeing of the 
recipients. 

Forthwith, mission fund of 
the university and donations from 
magnanimous sponsors were utilised 
for the aid manoeuvre. Concomitantly, 
Congregation of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary - Maryhill School of Theology 
(CICM-MST) has an identical programme, 
in which the two agreed to work 
simultaneously. Latterly, The De La Salle 
Brothers of the Philippines (FSC) tapped 
USL to be their compeer in delivering 
succour to the calamity victims.

In addition to the assistance parcels 
which were doled out immediately, the 
university is rendering lodging to the 
frontline workers from Philippine Red 
Cross (PRC) and Department of Health 
(DOH) who are offering health care 
services to the victims of the disaster. 

water, medicine, vitamins, “noche buena” 
packs (given in December), hygiene kits, 
blankets, face shields, used clothes, shoes, 
and slippers. 

“We should always be ready to extend 

During rough times: 
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that you give can lift someone. Always 
give wholeheartedly without expecting 
something in return because a life lived 
for others is a life worth living,” said Ms. 
Agustin of “Bangon Cagayan Donation 
Drive” of supporting others.

Looking at another aspect of the 
flooding, Ms. Guerrero said, “Victims often 
become helpless and seem to lose dignity 
as they ask for help during trying times. 
But I have seen these same people trying 

to volunteer and pay forward during their 
recovery time.” 

Meanwhile, Ms. Catuaan expressed 
hope that relief projects would be 
sustainable and resposive to the needs 
of people. In relation, Ms. Ancheta 
urged non-government organizations to 
continue to be a blessing to others and be 
the agent of change in “our different and 
changing world.” 

Please read similar stories found in this 
newsletter.  USLN

For now, many stricken areas already 
benefited from the first apportioning of 
relief packs. Louisians are volunteering to 
help out in both packing and parcelling 
out. Moreover, a great quantum of 
generous benefactors is manifesting 
solidarity by charitably pledging gifts of 
love and care. 

We are all affected but let our 
missionary zeal be our unremitting drive 
in continuing to strive and our faith the 
source of our resolve in these strenuous 
times. We will rise together.

Brother Ton Adsuara is currently 
having his pastoral immersion in the 
University of Saint Louis Tuguegarao. USLN
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